Bedford  Rural  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  1919. 


OIEMER  & REYNOLDS.  PRINTERS.  BEDFORD. 


To  the  Bedford  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen,- — 


I beg  to  lay  before  you  m3’  Annual  Report  on  the  Public 
Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  District  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1919. 

As  }’Ou  are  aware,  T have  been  away  on  Military  Service  for 
nearly  five  years,  and  have  returned  to  resume  m3’  duties  as  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  last  three  months  of  the  year  under 
revision. 

During  the  early  months  of  the  year  considerable  interest  was 
developed  among  the  General  Public  about  the  Housing  Question, 
which  I am  dealing  with  later  on.  I,  unfortunatel3',  was  not  present 
at  the  commencement  of  the  deliberations  of  your  Housing  Committee. 
I am,  therefore,  somewhat  handicapped  as  to  what  really'  took  place, 
and  am  unable  to  give  all  the  details  I should  have  liked  to.  I am 
making  further  remarks  about  the  needs  of  houses  in  the  article  under 
Housing. 


POPULATION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

At  the  Census  of  1911,  the  population  at  all  ages  was  19,214; 
this  was  taken  on  the  1st  of  April ; the  estimated  population  in  the 
middle  of  that  year  was  put  at  19,223,  showing  a slight  increase. 
This  was  based  on  the  slight  increase  shown  between  the  Census  of 
1901  and  1911. 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  population  at  the  middle  of 
the  year  under  discussion  at  18,260. 

Very  abnormal  conditions  have  prevailed  for  over  five  years  now, 
and  it  is  difficult  to  give  a correct  estimate. 

In  1921,  there  will  be  another  Census,  when  we  hope  to  get  a 
correct  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  3’our  distiict. 


BIRTH  RATE. 

In  England  and  Wales  it  is  18’5;  315  births  were  registered 
during  the  year,  of  which  160  were  males  (11  being  illegitimate),  and 
155  females  (17  illegitimately  born).  These  figures  give  a slight  in- 
crease over  the  previous  year. 

I estimate  the  birth  rate  at  17'25  per  1000.  Comparing  last 
3'ear’s  rate  (14-8)  we  can  show  an  improvement.  This  is  no  doubt 
attributable  to  the  return  of  many  of  our  demobilised  soldiers. 
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7)EA^1'H  RATE. 


England  and  Wales  death  rate,  13-8  ; 272  deaths  were  registered 
for  the  year,  giving  a rate  of  15 '5.  At  first  sight  these  figures  rather 
indicate  that  the  district  is  not  a healthy  one,  but  it  must  be  liorne  in 
mind  that  there  are  a large  proportion  of  elderly  people  living  in  rural 
areas  who  have  I’eached  tho  allotted  span  of  man’s  life,  and  it  must 
also  be  remembered  that  many  young  people,  as  they  grow  up,  leave 
their  native  villages  in  search  of  work  in  the  town,  where  there  is 
more  employment  at  a higher  rate  of  wage.  These  two  factors  reduce 
a death  rate  excessive  from  old  age  and  from  diseases  which  chiefly 
affect  elderly  people. 

TN PANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  number  24,  three  of  the.se  being 
illegitimate  children.  These  are  always  higher  than  those  born  in 
wedlock,  owing  to  the  fact  that  these  unfortunates  are  not  welcome 
nor  do  they  always  have  the  same  maternal  care  devoted  to  them  ; 
the  mother  often  having  to  leave  her  offspring  with  strangers  while 
she  earns  her  livelihood. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  per  1000  birtlis  is  76,  that  for  1917  and 
1918  being  83  and  67  respectively;  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
being  89. 


ZYMOTIC  death  RATE. 

This  includes  deaths  from  the  following  diseases  : — Enteric  Fever, 
Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Diphtheria. 
As  there  was  only  one  death  from  all  the  above  diseases,  the  number 
is  too  small  to  draw  any  comparison  with  other  districts.  I estimate 
the  rate  to  be  ’36. 


MORTALITY  OF  THE  AGED. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-two  per.sons  have  died  at  and  over  the 
age  of  65,  several  reaching  the  age  of  90,  and  53  have  succumbed 
between  the  ages  of  45  and  65.  On  deducting  the  above  numbers 
from  the  deaths  of  all  causes,  the  death  rate  is  considerably  reduced 
and  would  compare  favourably  with  other  districts. 


DEATH  RATE  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS  DISEASES. 
This  works  out  at  8'4  per  cerit.  of  all  deaths. 


DEATH  KATE  FROM  CANCKK. 

There  were  28  deaths  from  this  disease,  11  of  which  wer('  males 
and  17  female.s,  making  a death  rate  of  10.3  per  cent. 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  TIIF 

I )ISTUICTS. 


Tliis  is  a lai'"e  area  with  very  scattered  population  living  princi- 
pally in  small  villages  ranging  fi'(an  about  1000  inhabitants  to  110. 
The  occupation  is  fanning.  There  aie  a few  brick  kilns  at  Wootton 
and  Kempston,  and  also  a few  leather  dressing  works  at  Harrold  and 
Odell.  During  the  war  an  aerodrome  has  l)een  erected  at  Eastcotts 
and  Harrowden,  which  has  converted  a quiet  hamlet  into  a busy  centre. 


POOR  LAW  RELIEF. 

Taking  the  period  of  comparison  as  March,  1919,  and  March, 
1920,  the  number  of  Poor  Law  cases  in  the  rural  district  of  Bedford 


in  which  outdoor  relief  is  given  is  : — 

1919. 

1920. 

Number  of  cases  ... 

208 

219 

Weekly  cost 

£61 

£78 

Phere  is  an  increase  of  10  per  cent. 

over  the  whole  of 

the  Poor  Law 

Union  in  respect  of  persons  receiving  relief  in  the  Poor  Law  Institution. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Water. 


The  following  villages  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  public 
mains ; — 


Village. 

Wymington 
Cardington. . , 

Elstow 

Goldington 

Renhold 

Harrowden 

Great  Barford 

Biddenham 

Clapham  Isolation  Hospital 
Purvey 


Source  of  Supply. 

Rushden  Water  Works. 

Biggleswade  Water  Board. 

>5  n 

Partly  from  Biggleswade  Water  Board. 

,,  Bedford  Water  Board. 

n n })  >> 

Partly  from  deep  well  on  Purvey  House 
Estate. 


Idle  other  villages  are  sujjplied  in  three  ways  : — 

1.  From  shallow  wells. 

Phe  majority  of  these  wells  are  unprotected  and  are  liable  to 
surface  pollution  from  time  to  time.  Phese  wells  cannot  be  con- 
sidered satisfactory,  although  they  may  produce  a sufficient  quan- 
tity of  water. 

2.  From  deep  wells. 

A few  of  these  are  protected,  especially  those  of  recent  origin. 

3.  P'rom  ponds  and  water  holes. 

Phese  are  only  tolerated  until  a better  supply  can  be  obtained. 
Phey  must  be  considered  very  unsatisfactory. 
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Ill  my  Annual  Report  of  1914,  whicli  is  the  last  report  1 made 
since  I undertook  military  duties,  I made  certain  remarks  about  sup- 
plying  otlier  villages  with  water  from  public  mains.  1 wish  to  repeat 
all  I said  then,  and  hope  that  some  of  the  schemes  which  were  enter- 
tained before  the  war  will  be  again  considered  b}"  our  W ater  Com- 
mittee. 

Favourable  opportunities  for  supplying  the  general  public  with 
wholesome  and  pure  water  of  sufficient  quantity  do  occasionally  pre- 
sent themselves,  and  I think  it  is  rather  a short-sighted  policy  if  we 
neglect  to  take  advantage  of  such  opportunities.  I would  recommend 
your  Council  to  consider  the  question  of  supplying  the  following 
villages  with  good  water  from  the  public  mains,  namely — Great 
Barford,  Roxton,  Cople,  Eastcotts,  Wilstead,  and  Clapham.  In  the 
same  report  I also  advocated  supplying  Sharnbrook  and  Souldrop  with 
water  from  the  Rushden  Water  Board.  A private  owner  before  the 
war  intended  to  bring  this  water  to  Sharnbrook  for  his  estate,  sup- 
plying Sharnbrook  on  the  wa3^  The  war  intervened  and  stopped  all 
further  negotiations.  If  this  question  is  again  broug^ht  up,  I would 
recommend  your  Council  to  consider  it  afresh. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

It  has  been  the  custom  from  time  immemorial  to  run  sewage  into 
ditches,  streams,  and  rivers.  When  a single  individual  does  this  the 
river  affected  can  cope  with  the  material  put  into  it,  and  the  natural 
process  of  purification  I’enders  everything  harmless ; but  when  the 
number  of  persons  adopting  this  system  of  drainage  increases,  a time 
comes  when  the  purifying  power  of  rivers  becomes  overtaxed.  This 
is  becoming  the  case  with  some  of  our  villages,  and  sooner  or  later 
some  drainage  system  will  have  to  be  considered. 

Drainage,  Sewerage. 

The  following  improvements  have  been  or  are  being  carried  out : 
Wilstead. 

A new  6-inch  sewer  100  yards  long,  with  two  manholes  and 
ventilating  shaft,  has  been  laid  to  replace  a defective  agricultural  pipe 
which  caused  occasional  blockages  and  flooding  of  cottage  properties. 

Wymington. 

Two  additional  ventilation  shafts  have  been  erected  to  more  effi- 
ciently ventilate  the  public  sewer.  An  extension  of  90  yards  of  new 
6-inch  sewer  is  now  being  carried  out  to  provide  for  drains  which  now 
discharge  into  ditches  and  cesspools,  and  to  provide  for  the  conversion 
of  earth  closets  into  water  closets.  Two  manholes  and  a ventilating 
sliaft  are  to  be  supplied.  The  general  conversion  of  earth  closets  into 
water  closets  is  now  taking  place. 

Great  Barford. 

The  Council  have  decided  to  relay  about  IdOO  yards  of  defective 
combined  drain  in  the  paiish,  consisting  of  two  halves  of  agricultural 
pipes,  one  placed  over  the  other,  which  has  caused  considerable  trouble 
in  the  past  by  blockages.  It  is  proposed  to  relay  this  combined  drain 
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with  12  iind  9-incIi  suckcted  pipe's  oroperly  joiiitucl,  witli  the  provision 
of  luunhules,  lampholes,  and  ventilation  shaft.  The  outfall  will  be 
taken  to  a considerable  distance  from  the  present  one,  to  avoid  any 
nuisance.  The  County  Council  have  agreed  to  share  a portion  of  the 
cost,  as  the  sewer  is  to  receive  all  surplus  water  in  that  part  of  the 
parish. 

Closct  Accommodation. 

Owing  to  war  conditions  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  inspect 
the  District  as  in  pre-war  times,  and  I am  unable  to  give  the  number 
of  water  closets,  privy  vaults,  and  pails.  A number  of  water  closets 
exist  in  the  Wymington  Parish  where  they  have  a water  and  sewerage 
system.  The  process  of  converting  all  pails  has  been  carried  out  in 
this  village.  In  other  parishes  water  closets  are  only  to  be  found  in 
better  class  houses.  The  privy  vault  is  still  very  prevalent,  but  the 
conversion  to  pails  is  gradually  being  undertaken.  T wish  to  impress 
upon  all  who  have  pails  the  necessit}^  to  use  earth  for  covering  excreta 
and  to  empty  the  pails  at  least  twice  a week,  especially  in  summer. 
It  is  impossible  to  keep  them  clean  otherwise. 

Scavenging. 

Wymington  is  the  only  parish  that  has  adopted  a scavenging 
system.  I have  repeatedly  urged  its  adoption  in  other  large  villages, 
but  have  met  with  much  apathy  on  the  part  of  those  who  most  need  it. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  furnished  me  with  the  following  report 


of  all  nuisances  ; — 

1 Defective  and  Insanitary  Drainage...  ...  ...  ...  128 

2 Insufficient  Drainage  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  .‘II 

.3  Insanitary  Privies,  converted  to  Pails  and  W.C’s.  ...  52 

■4  Insufficient  Closet  Accommodation...  ...  ...  ...  10 

5 Want  of  Proper  Ashpits  or  Bins  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

6 Want  of  Protection  to  Wells  and  Proper  Covers  ...  ...  33 

7 Offensive  Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

8 Premises  in  such  a state  as  to  be  a Nuisance  ...  ...  4 

9 Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a Nuisance  ...  ...  ...  31 

10  Cases  of  Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

11  Rooms  Cleansed  under  Sec.  46  (P.H.A.  1875)  ...  ...  83 

12  Polluted  Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

13  Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  ...  . ...  15 

14  Foul  Ditches  to  Cleanse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

15  Unsound  and  Diseased  Meat  Condemned  and  Destroyed...  91 

16  Number  of  Houses  not  reasonably  fit  under  Section  15, 

Housing  of  Town  Planning  Act  ...  ...  ...  33 

Dilapidated  Roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Dilapidated  Windows  and  Insufficient  in  Size  for  Ventilation  40 
Damp  Floors...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Want  of  Damp  Courses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Dilapidated  Floor’s  to  Re-lay  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Plaster  in  Ceilings  and  Walls  to  Repair  ...  ...  ...  49 

Dangerous  Staircases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Want  of  Eaves  Gutters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 


17  Houses  Unfit  for  Habitation  and  Closed  ...  ...  ...  ] ,‘5 

18  Dangerous  Buildings  Removed  or  Rebuilt  ...  ...  10 

19  Number  of  Rooms  Funiigated  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  14'2 

20  Schoolrooms  Fumigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ]0 

21  Cowshed  Nuisances,  Want  of  Lime- ■w'ashing  ...  ...  48 

))  ))  Want  of  Proper  Floors  ...  ...  15 

))  M Want  of  Proper  Drainage  . . ...  9 

,1  ,,  Want  of  Light  and  Ventilation  ...  4 

22  Bakehouse  Nuisances,  Want  of  Lime-washing  ...  ...  17 

23  Slaughter  Houses,  AVant  of  Lime-washing...  ...  ...  3 


SCHOOLS. 


List  of  Schools  closed  on  account  of  Epidemics : — 


Schools  Department  Disease 

Closed 

Opened 

Period 

Eastcotts  ...  Whole 

Chicken  Pox 

27-1-19 

10-2-19 

10  day; 

Thurleigh...  ,, 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

20-2-19 

10-3-19 

12  „ 

Roxton ,, 

Measles  & Influenza 

11-3-19 

31-3-19 

13  „ 

Keysoe ,, 

Influenza  .. 

11-3-19 

26-3-19 

10  „ 

Thurleigh...  ,, 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

11-3-19 

31-3-19 

13  „ 

Clapham  ...  ,, 

Influenza  ... 

18-3-19 

31-3-19 

9 „ 

Felmersham  ,, 

Influenza  ... 

24-3-19 

31-3-19 

„ 

Poddington  ,, 

Influenza  ... 

17-3-19 

7-4-19 

15  „ 

Wootton  ...  Infants 

Milk  Supply. 

Scarlet  Fever 

FOOD. 

18-6-19 

30-6-19 

8 „ 

Number  of  persons  registered  since  Regulations  came  into 
force,  January,  1900  ... 

Number  of  persons  now  carrying  on  Trade 
Number  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  inspected 
Cowsheds  and  Dairies  requiring  lime-washing 

,,  ,,  with  defective  floois,  drainage  and 

lighting  ... 


233 

154 

175 

48 
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Numbers  of  Cows  in  milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1564 

Number  of  Registrations  during  the  year  ,. . ...  ...  18 

In  a large  district  like  this  it  is  impossible  without  a larger  staff 
of  inspectors  to  comment  in  detail  on  the  wholesomeness  and  adequacy 
of  the  arrangements  for  the  supply  and  distribution  of  pure  milk. 
Your  Inspector  visits  all  the  cowsheds,  and  ascertains  that  the  build- 
ings are  lime-washed  and  kept  clean.  No  action  with  regard  to 
tuberculous  milk  has  been  taken  as  no  occasion  for  action  has  arisen. 


Dise.^seu  and  Unsound  Meat. 

Ninety-one  lbs.  of  unsound  bacon  was  condemned  and  destroyed. 
Bakehouses. 

Thirty-one  bakehouses  are  on  the  register,  17  of  which  failed  to 
limewash  until  the  Inspector  called  the  occupier’s  attention  to  it. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  “ slaughter  houses  in  your  district.  Three  of  them 
required  limewashing  at  the  time  of  your  Inspector’s  visit,  and  this 
was  afterwards  canied  out. 
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Pl^EVALENCI':  AND  CONTHOL  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 


The  following  were  notified  : — 

Scarlet  Fever. . . ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Diphtheria  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  -1 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  d 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ..  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  18 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases...  ...  ...  5 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ...  ...  ...  1 

Measles  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  Ul 

German  Measles  ...  ..  ...  ...  93 

IMalaria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  20 

Ophthalmia  Neomatorum  ...  ...  ...  2 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Notifications  received  ...  ...  ...  76 

Number  treated  in  Isolation  Hospital  ...  72 

Deaths  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


These  cases  occurred  principally  in  the  villages  of  Wootton  and 
Kempston.  These  two  parishes  are  adjoining  one  another,  and  have 
supplied  51  of  the  above  cases.  Most  of  them  occurred  while  I was 
away  on  military  service.  I think  we  may  conclude  that  the  epidemic 
is  over,  as  no  case  has  occurred  for  over  ten  weeks. 

Diphtheria. 

Notifications  received  ...  ...  ...  21 

Number  treated  in  Isolation  Hospital  ...  19 

Deaths  ...  ...  ..  ..  ...  0 

The  above  cases  occurred  in  nine  different  villages,  and  were 
apparently  of  a sporadic  nature. 


Enteric  Fever. 
None  recorded. 


Erysipelas. 

Number  of  notifications  ...  ...  ...  3 

Measles  and  German  Measles. 

Nineteen  notifications  of  the  former,  and  93  of  the  latter  were 
received. 

After  31st  December,  1919,  the  Ministry  of  tlealth  states  that 
these  twH  diseases  will  no  longer  be  notifiable. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 


Tlio  follow  ing  are  the  return.^  of  all  cases  treated  in  the  above 
hospital  during  the  last  year  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  Diphtheria  Measles  Mumps 
Ledford  Rural  District...  72  ...  19  ...  — ...  — 

Keiupston  Urban  District  15  ...  5 ...  — ...  — 

Military  Authorities  ...  1.‘5  ...  G ...  24  ...  8 

Patients  under  treatment  on  Januaiy  1st  ...  26 

Total  admissions  ...  ...  ...  ...  174 

Patients  under  treatment  on  December  31st  12 
Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


This  Isolation  Hospital  is  situated  at  Oakley,  and  is  under  the 
control  of  Dr.  Coombs,  of  Bedfoi’d,  who  is  also  the  Medical  Officer  of 
the  Institution  ; he  is  a magistrate  of  Bedford,  and  a general  prac- 
titioner of  long  standing.  Under  the  Medical  Officer  there  is  a 
Matron  and  a Staff  of  two  night  nurses  and  four  day  nurses. 

The  hospital  was  built  to  accommodate  24  patients,  but  during 
the  war  two  large  pavilions  were  put  up  by  the  Military  Authorities, 
and  the  hospital  can  now  provide  for  50  cases.  The  diseases  treated 
are  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  and  enteric  fever,  from  your  district  and 
from  Kempston  Urban.  Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Military 
Authorities  to  treat,  as  well  as  the  above-mentioned  diseases,  all  cases 
of  mumps  and  measles  occurring  among  the  soldiers. 

Disinfection  is  also  carried  out  at  the  hospital  by  a steam 
disinfector.  When  notifications  are  received  by  me,  I visit  the  case 
and  arrange  for  removal  where  hospital  treatment  is  desired  or  required 
for  proper  isolation.  I also  inform  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  disin- 
fects all  rooms  with  formic  aldehyde  and  supplies  disinfectants  to  the 
friends.  I ascertain  the  movements  of  the  patient  during  the  period 
of  incubation,  and  arrange  for  the  isolation  of  contacts.  If  I find  any 
probable  return  cases  I inform  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  the 
hospital. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

1.  The  following  are  the  staff  of  your  Council ; — 

One  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

One  Sanitary  Inspector  (who  is  also  the  Building 
Surveyor). 

2.  There  are  two  Isolation  Hospitals  in  your  district,  namely — 

[a)  The  Oakley  Isolation  Hospital,  for  the  reception  and  treatment 

of  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  and  typhoid  fever. 

(b)  The  Smallpox  Hospital,  on  the  Thurleigh — Milton  road. 

This  Smallpox  Hospital  consists  of  two  temporary  build- 
ings ; the  first  one  is  an  administrative  block,  and  the  second 
one  contains  two  wards,  sufficient  to  accommodate  two 
persons  of  both  sexes.  This  hospital  has  never  been  used  or 
occupied,  but  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Matron 
of  the  Isolation  Hospital  so  that  in  the  event  of  an  outbreak 
a staff  of  nurses  with  the  necessary  provisions  can  be  sent  at 
once. 
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Those  buildings  arc  only  meant  to  deal  witli  an  einei'gcncy  case. 
If  several  cases  occurred,  it  is  suggested  that  tents  should  be 
erected  and  used  for  wards. 

3.  There  are  no  Local  Acts  or  Local  Orders.  The  provisions  of  Part 
III.  of  the  Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act,  1800,  applicable 
to  Rural  • 1 )istricts,  were  adopted  in  1898  to  the  disti  ict  as 
extended. 

I.  Bacteriological  aids  for  diagnosis.  Your  C(»uncil  have  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  Public  Health  County’s  L;d)oratory  so  that  in 
suspected  cases  of  diphtheria  swabs  can  be  taken  and  sent  up  for 
demonstrating  the  presence  or  absence  of  the  diphtheria  germ  of 


disease. 

HOUSING. 

I.  General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  District. 

A.  Number  of  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5067 

,,  ,,  for  the  working  classes  ...  ...  4972 

,,  new  houses  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  0 

B.  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18,260 

C.  (a)  Shortage  of  houses  for  working  class  ...  ...  166 


(b)  Measures  taken  to  meet  shortage  are  the  proposed  erection 
of  166  houses  in  the  various  parishes  of  the  district. 

II.  Overcrowding. 

A.  Extent:  Some  cases  in  most  villages  among  the  houses  of  the 

working  classes. 

B.  Causes  : Want  of  suitable  houses, 

C.  Measures  taken  or  contemplated  ; Housing  schemes  advocated 

in  20  parishes. 

D.  Principal  causes  of  overcrowding  dealt  with  during  the  year 

and  action  taken  : Nine  cases.  All  remedied  by  either 
obtaining  a larger  house  for  the  tenants  or  by  getting  a bed- 
room outside  for  the  older  members  of  the  families. 

III.  A.  (a)  General  statement  of  housing  in  the  district. 

In  my  pre-war  annual  reports  I have  dealt  with  this 
subject.  I maintain  that  I have  shown  that  there 
exist  a large  number  of  dwellings  for  the  working 
classes  which  are  a good  deal  below  the  standard  that  is 
advocated  for  the  bringing  up  of  children  with  healthy 
and  strong  constitutions  and  also  with  moral  ideas.  My 
remarks  refer  more  to  those  villages  which  are  situated 
at  some  distance  from  a main  town  like  Bedford.  For 
instance,  the  standard  of  houses  in  Goldington  compares 
favourably  with  tho^ie  of  Cohn  worth.  Bolnhurst,  and 
Keysoe,  although  there  are  several  houses  in  the  first- 
named  village  that  are  being  put  on  the  schedule  list  for 
condemnation,  while  others  are  to  be  erected  to  take 
their  place. 
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{b)  (jiLMiei-al  character  of  tlie  defects  found  to  exist  in  unfit 
houses  : Low  ceiling  (many  only  G ft.y  Floor  below 
oround  level.  No  damp-proof  course.  Damp  floors. 
Ihin  outside  walls  (some  only  4 ins.).  Small  windows 
(some  do  not  open).  No  through  ventilalion.  Small 
living  rooms.  Small  bedrooms  (many  of  these  are  attics 
with  sloping  sides  which  run  upwards' to  a point  and 
serve  as  sides  and  roof).  Small  bedi’oom  window  on 
level  of  flo(n'.  No  proper  accommodation  for  washing. 
No  wood  barns.  Sanitary  conveniences  in  exposed  and 
prominent  positions.  Dilapidated  roofs.  Dangerous 
staircases. 

B.  Action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses  under  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts. 

Action  under  all  these  Acts  has  been  taken  to  remedy 
defects  found,  but  owing  to  the  shortage  of  houses  it  has 
been  most  difficult  to  make  much  satisfactory  headway. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  course  of  1920,  when  some 
new  houses  are  erected,  the  worst  defects  may  be  remedied. 

C.  Difficulties  in  remedying  unfitness,  special  measures  taken, 

and  suggestions. 

Our  main  difficulties  are  : — 

(а)  The  absence  of  skilled  workmen. 

(б)  The  excessive  cost  of  materials. 

(c)  The  reluctance  of  landlords  to  spend  large  sums  of  money 
on  old  houses  let  at  nominal  rents.  It  is  found  that 
often  it  takes  several  years’  rent  to  do  the  necessary 
repairs. 

D.  Conditions,  so  far  as  they  affect  housing,  as  regards  water 

supply,  closet  accommodation,  and  refuse  disposal,  together 
with  measures  taken  in  these  matters. 

This  has  been  dealt  with  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
report. 

IV.  Unhealthy  Akeas. 

There  are  no  unhealthy  areas  in  the  district. 

V.  Bye-laws  relating  to  Houses,  to  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings, 

AND  TO  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds. 

A.  Working  of  existing  Bye-laws. 

Our  Bye-laws  are  pre-war  ones,  and  have  been  considered 
out  of  date  for  some  time.  This  matter  was  receiving  con- 
sideration before  the  war.  At  present  our  Bye-laws  are 
relaxed  temporarily  in  order  to  facilitate  private  building. 

B.  Need  of  new  Bye-laws  or»revision  of  existing  Bye-laws. 

There  is  need  for  a revision  of  our  Bye-laws  to  bring  them 
up  to  date.  A Committee  has  been  appointed  and  has  done 
considerable  work  in  connection  with  this  revision. 
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VT.  riKNKRAL  AND  INI  ISCELLANEOUR. 

I have  for  many  year?  advocated  the  erection  of  more  and 
better  dwellings  for  tlie  working  classes.  As  1 go  round  the  district 
and  visit  cottages  for  the  purpose  of  treating  illncs.ses  and  in- 
vestigating the  causes  of  infectious  diseases,  I am  constantly 
coming  in  contact  with  families  that  are  brought  up  in  an  un- 
healthy  and  vitiated  atmosphere.  The  atoms  of  liumanity  are 
puny  and  stunted  in  the  early  years  of  their  lives.  Nature  is  not 
only,  not  given  a chance  to  develop  the  physique  of  these  children, 
but  is  further  handicapped  by  an  unnatural  and  unliealthy  con- 
dition of  existence.  How  can  a child  be  expected  to  grow  up 
strong  and  healthy  when  it  is  being  asphyxiated  for  12  to  14 
hours  every  night  by  sleeping  in  a crowded  and  vitiated  atmos- 
phere 1 For  the  sake  of  the  future  generation  of  this  country,  T 
hope  the  Council  will  build  a large  number  of  new  hou.ses  in  the 
course  of  the  next  few  years.  While  in  France  during  the  war  T 
was  often  struck  at  the  difference  between  our  soldiers  born  and 
bred  in  England  and  those  from  our  overseas  colonies. 

VIT.  Appendices.  Statistics  for  the  twelve  months  ended  Dec.  31st, 
1919. 

A.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  re.spect  of  which  complaints 
were  made  that  they  are  unfit  for  human  habitation  : — 


By  Householders  ...  ‘ ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

By  Parish  Councils  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 0 

B.  Action  under  Section  17  of  Housing  Act,  1909. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  this 

section  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . ...  13 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  considered  unfit  for 

human  habitation ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  hou.ses  the  defects  of  which 

were  remedied  without  the  making  of  closing 
orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

C.  Action  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing  Act,  1919. 

{a)  Number  of  orders  for  repairs  issued  ...  ...  33 

(b)  Number  of  cases  in  which  repairs  carried  out  by 

the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  0 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  voluntarily  closed  on 

notice  by  owner  that  they  could  not  be  made  fit 
without  reconstruction  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


D.  Closing  Orders. 

(a)  Number  of  repre.sentations  made  to  the  Local 

Authority  with  a view  to  the  making  of  closing 
orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(b)  Number  of  closing  orders  made  ...  ...  ...  l;! 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  regaixl  to  which 

closing  orders  were  determined  on  the  houses 
being  made  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  0 
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E.  Doniolition  orders. 


(a)  Numl)er  of  demolition  orders  made  ...  ...  13 

[b)  Number  of  liouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 


F.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  voluntarily 


G.  Obstructive  buildings. 

(а)  Number  of  representations  made  under  .Section  38, 

Housing  Act,  1890  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(б)  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  ...  ...  ...  0 

(c)  Number  of  representations  still  under  consideration  0 


H.  Staff  engaged  in  Housing  work  ; One  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  one  Sanitary  Inspector. 


In  the  following  parishes  your  Housing  Committee  has  decided  to 
erect  dwellings  for  those  living  and  working  in  these  parishes  : — 

No.  of  houses  it  is 


proposed  to  erect. 

6 


Parish. 

Cotton  End  ... 

Great  Barford 
Goldington 
' Roxton 

Willington 

Elstow 

Kempston 

Wilstead 

Stagsden 

Turvey 

Harrold 

Odell 

Felmersham  ... 

Sharnbrook  ... 

Bolnhurst 

Clapham 

Milton  Ernest 

Stevington 

Pavenham 

To  the  above  list  I am  of 
should  be  added  : — 

Colmworth 

Kej'soe 

Wildeii 

(.larlton 


6 

6 

12 

12 

6 

14 

8 

6 

12 

6 

8 

4 

8 

6 

12 

6 

6 

6 

opinion  that  the  following  villages 

Kav('nsden 
Bisc'h'y 
Poddiimti  >11 
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Tn  conclusion  I wish  bo  state  that  T am  greatly  indebted  to  your 
Clerk,  INIr.  Daniels,  for  his  willing  assistance.  T also  desire  bo  express 
my  appreciation  of  the  energy  and  elliciency  displayed  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Air.  Chapman.  Your  Council  has  reason  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  way  the  two  above-mentioned  officers  have  carried  out  their 
many  duties. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WALTER  K.  PARBURY, 


Ap't'il  loth,  1920. 


AI.R.C.S.,  L.E.C.P.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  oj  Health. 


